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The poem below comes directly from MALTA resources for Membership.  I 
thought it was quite relevant and wished for you to read it.   
WHAT’S THE VALUE OF ONE MEMBER (author unknown) 
 
Ten little members standing in a line, one disliked the President, and then there 
were nine.  Nine ambitious members offered to work late, one forgot her promise, 
and then there were eight. 
 
Eight creative members had ideas good as heaven, one lost enthusiasm, and 
then there were seven.  Seven loyal members got into a fix, they quarreled over 
programs, and then there were six. 
 
One dropped out and then there were five.  Five happy members, not one a bore 
till they fought over Bingo, and then there were four. 
 
Four cheerful members who never disagree, till one complained of meetings, and 
then there were three. 
 
Three eager members, what did they do?  One got discouraged, and then there 
were two.  Two tired members, our rhyme is nearly done.  One joined a bridge 
club and then there was one. 
 
One faithful member, feeling very blue, met with a neighbor, and then there were 
two.  Two earnest members each enrolled one more, doubling their number, and 
then there were four. 
 
Four determined members, just couldn’t wait till each won another, and then 
there were eight.  Eight excited members signed up sixteen more.  In another six 
verses there will be a thousand and twenty-four! 
 
Remember your membership wheel.  There is just two months to go to reach 
100% by Dec. 31.  We can do this!  Help our Dept. President Grace get in the 
CIRCLE OF EXCELLANCE at her National Convention by achieving our goal. 
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